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COMPARISON 


BETWEEN 
A Sincere Penitent, and a uſt Perſon 


IMOD 


Se. Luxe, Chap XV. Verl. 7. 
I fig nito you, Tet kgwiſh Joy fall be 


in Heaven over one Sinner that Re- 


= 


penteth\, 'more than. over. ninety and 
_ nine juſt Perſons which need no Re- 
—— | 


== His being the moſt ſolemn Time of 
* © the Year, wherein the Dodrine of 
hs Repentance ought. to be more abun- 
-  dantly Sreach's, and more frequent- 
ly inculcated, and wherein all the variety of Mo- 
tives and . Arguments, is to be made uſe of, to 
bring Meir to a ſerious Conſideration. of their 
Ways and Lives, to a juſt Abhorrence of their Sins, 
and to a ſpiritual Recovery of Themſelves ; I ſhall 
endeavour at preſent to explain this Portion of 
Scripture , and to enlarge on its Particulars in ſuch 
a manner, as may give encouragement to the great- 
eſt of Sinners to repent, and yer ſecure the Dignicy 
and Preference of thoſe juſt and vertuous Perſons, 
who need - no ſuch extraordinary Repentance : 
Thar the moſt Vicious and Extravagant may be 


B in- 
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invited to turn to God, and the Devyout and 
| Humble co. go on more cheerfully in their pro- 
grels to Perſon : That Converſion and Re- 
pentance may be duly magnihed, and yet with- 
out 'any Derogation from the greater,Excellency 
of an habitual Innocence, of an early and con- 
ſtant courſe in Piety. And-in order tb* this, I 
ſhall proceed in this following mitthad': + - 


I. Iſhall conſider what is meant by thoſe Juſt 
Perſons who need no Repentance. 
'1I. How we. are to underſtand - that. Joy in 
Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, ec? 
ITT. T ſhall make ſome compariſon berwten a 
Triie Penitent and a'Juſt Perſon ; and {liv on 
which ſide the Advantage lies. 


need no Repentance.,” rs | 
In the beginning of this Chapter, it is ſaid, Thar 
the Publicans and Smners drew- near to hear our Sa- 
eviokr ; and that the Phariſees -and Scribes murmured, 
ſaying , This Man receiveth Sinners , and eateth with 
them: And yn this account f6me are of Opini- 
on, that the three following Parables were ſpoken 
with a particular reflection on thoſe conceited and 
preſumptuous Perſons, who thought none were 


Juſt and Holy, or had any Title to Heaven bur 


them- 


I. What is meant. by thoſe Juſt Perſons who 
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chemſelves ; and iwhoplacd amajn part of cheic 
Santimonioulnels.jn a. ſeparation .from others, 
and in deſpiling of poor Publicans and - Stnners- 
Bur cho' the Pride and;-Hypocriſte of thoſe Per- 
lons were: moſt, vile and - abominable, and fully 
merited all the Severity of our Saviour's Reproots ; 
and tho he took many occaſions of diſcovering 
ro'the People the Fallenels, Covetouſneſs, Cen- 
ſorioulnels, and Malice, of that pretending Sect ; 
yet he does, not ſeem. in theſe Parables to have 
reflefted on [Them : For here the principal De- 
ſign: of qur Saviour was, to ſet forth the Good.- 
neſs of GOD, and his readineſs to forgive the 
greateſt Sinners , ' upon their timely and fincere 
Repentance ; and to declare the Pleaſure which 
His Heavenly Father took in the Converſion of 
Men, tho' they had been very extravagantly 
ſinful, , But now what fort of Expreſſion had 
it been of God's Delight in true Penitents, if this 
had been the proper (1gnification of the Text, 
That there was Joy in Heaven over one Sinner 
that repented , more than over ninety and nine 
hypocritical Phariſees, who were ſo proud as to 
think they necded no Repentance ? 'T'o be lure, 
this could not be the ſence intended by our Sa- 
viour ; becauſe the deſign of the Parables which 
he then ;deliverd, w2s to magnihe the Gract 


oulnels and Mercy of God towards hearty Peni- 
:  *F i tents ; 
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rents ; but nothing ſurely{could bet # more im- 
proper way of ons yo. than by' preferring'sf 
them barely before the worſt of Hyptocrites, © 
As to the- number of Ninety nine Juſt Perſons, 
that runs upon a oppeticd; that ſhould we 
conceive ſo many Juſt Perſons, - who lived ſober 
and regular Lives, and that but one'in an 
hundred ſhould prove Extravagant ; the redu- 
cing of that one would be the -cauſe of more 
Joy, than the continuance of Ninety nine in their 
wonted Qbedience and ' Duty. But tho' the 
number of Ninety nine Juſt Perſons in/ an Hun- 
dred, be a Suppokition, yet it may be further 
enquir'd, Whether there be: any Perſons ſo Juſt 
as to need no Repentance ? And co this it may 
be anſwer'd,- 1/t. That there is a Spirit of Delu- 
ſion gone into the World, whereby ſome are 
fll'd with ſuch preſumptuous Conceits of them- 
ſelves, that they dare pretend to an abfolute un- 
ſinging Perfection : And this makes them deſpiſe 
the ſolenin Confeſſions of Sin, and the Sacraments 
of the Church ; and is ſo dangerous a piece of 
ſpiritual Pride, that it delivers Men- up to blaſ: 
phemous - Opinions , and ſuch diftraftions of 
Mind that look very like unto real Poſleſſions. 
When che. Devil cannot prevail with fome to run 
io the Diſorders of a ſenſual Life, then he en- 


deavours to TI into his own Nature : 
| If 
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If they cannot be 'prevail'd\ upon. to be -gro(l 
Gaful, then the te han that Folk 
no Sin at'all; thar they are wholly pure and per: 
fect, and ſtand in no need of thole Cleanſings 
and Expiations, which others "look upon; as ne- 
cellary and: conſtant Duties * That Confeflion, 
Humiliation, Repentance, and applying to- the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, are but mean -Ordinances 
and Beggarly Elements, fit only to conſtitute the 
Religion of great Sinners: And thar they are al- 
ready advanc'd to ſuch a near conformity with 
God, that they want none of thoſe helps and 
ſupplies which are ſuiced only to an imperfect 
Srate. 

This may look: like a ſtrange Deſcription to 
thoſe who. are not acquainted with the :Wiles 
and Depths of- Satan, and with that Myſtery of 
Ungodlineſs ' which works | in. the. Children: of 
Pride : Bur 'tisa ſad Truth, that there have been 
many, who have been wrought up into Spiritual 
Phrenzies, by entertaining unuſual confidences 
' of their own ' perfeftion ; by negleQing the | 
humble way of Walking with God in conſtant 
Piety and Fear ; in a mean opinion of their own 
good Actions; in the Prayers and Praiſes of the 
Church, and under the wile and ſober Conduct 
of thoſe who are appointed. by; God to watch 
over the Souls of Men. It is a Melancholy ze 
flexion 


6 A Sermon preached 
flexion to think how mary-of thoſe: poor Crea- 
tures who talk of nothing-but Spiricnd Light and 
Communion with God, are at the ſame time in 
the very Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the height of 
Spiritual Pride! ''Now: ſuch as theſe are lo: far 
from needing no Repentance, that they want it 
as much as the moſt Debauch'd and Profligate 
Sinner; and nothing is more proper for fach, 
than to ſpend the whole remainder of their days 
in mourning and debaſing of themſelves, and in 
uſing the beſt methods of cleanſing themſelves 
from the abominable pollutions' of Pride, and 
from the filthineſs of che Spirit. wh = 
2. There are others, who tho' they do not 
riſe unto that degree of Spiritual Pride, as thoſe I 
now mentioned ; yer becaulc they are not obſery'd 
to run into the notorious Riots and: Exceſles of 
the Ape, arc inclin'd to think, "That the-Dodtrine 
of  Repentance does but little concern them. 
They are not ſo open and publick in their Sins 
as others; the noiſe of their Sinful Actions does 
not furniſh the Diſcourſe of People, and the: Scene 
of their Vices lies more inward and retired; but 
yet all the while their Hearts may be full of Co- 
vetouſneſs, Vain-glory, and bitter Zeal ; they may 
never yet have had any {piritual Change and Re- 
©, novation within them ; 'and they - may be very 


"Temote from. true: Godline(s, and afincere love of 
Ver. 


_— 


before the Qu<# e x: 4 
Vertue : And if chere beſuch as theſe, they ſtand 
in azmuch need of Repentance as any of the Pro- 
digal and Licentious part of Mankind. Bur then, 
3ly. There are ſome ſuch juſt Perſons as need 
no ſuch Repencance as the Prodigal Son is repre- 
ſented to have made: They do not wad a 
whole change of their Hearts and Lives, becauſe 
they are ſuch as. thro' a good Education, and 
an early Piety, have been kept under the Grace 
and Providence. of God, from breaking out into 
any Notorious Sins, and from living in any Ha- 
birual filthineſs eicher of Fleſh or Spirit. Bur 
yet even theſe ſtand in need of ſuch a Repen- 
trance, as ought to Tun parallel 'with all Neir 
Vertuous A&tionsto the end of their Days ; which 
is to accompany them in their higheſt Arttain- 
ments, .and'to ſend them humbly to the Blood 
of Chrift, for the expiating the Defe&ts'of their 
moſt perfe&t Lives. When we talk of Innocent 
and Juſt Perſons, we always mean in a compa- 
rative way of ſpeaking, as they excell the gene- 
rality of Mankind, and are more Conſtant '\and 
Zealous in Holy Duties, than others. When 
we ſpeak of Perfefion, we. take that word in 
an Evangelical ſence, not according to the ri- 
our and abſoluteneſs of the Term; bur in 
tuch-a qualified meaning, as is 'conſiſtent -with 


Surprizes and Infirmities; We mean ſuch a per- 
fection 
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fection. as includes many defedts; in ir, bur, yer 
is. till carrying us on to farther degrees of Holi- 
neſs :* That leaves us continual matter for our 
Humiliation, and for our farther 'endeayovrs af- 
ter. Righteouſneſs ; but does not ſuffer any Sin 
to Reign and have Dominion over us. 

Now there were ſome in our Saviour's time, e- 
ven in that moſt degenerate State of Judaiſm, whe 
were ſo juſt and. perfe, as ro need no ſuch 
Repentance as John. the Baptiſt preached to the 
Phariſees and Sadducees, and our Saviour himſelf 
' to the Publicans and Smmers: There were ſome 
' true Jſraelites, who had lived without Guile, and 
had kept a good Conſcience both towards God 
and Man + And as to ſuch, 'it was ſufficient that 
they received Chriſt as the Meſiab, . whom the 
Prophets had foretold, without condemning them: 
ſelves for their former opinions, .or for'their former 
Lives; they being already Believers and Virtuous, 
according to the light , and knowledge , and 
means they were under, were only to be inſtructed 
farther. in the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven;//to be more confirm'd in the: Comfortable 
Do&trine of the forgiveneſs of Sins, and to be im- 
prov d and railed unto more perfettion, to. high- 
er Inſtances of Duty , and greater degrees of 
Loye: But they had no necd of thoſe aſtoniſh- 
ing Sermons, and thoſe terrible denunciations of 
| preſent 
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preſent Wrath and/Deſtruction, / which - were: w& 
awake the Groſler Sinners ; nor were they oblig'd' 
ro. enter. into thoſe. difficule ; ard bitter parts of! 
Repentance,, which-were defignd- for. the 'Reco- 
very..of , thoſe who-were,Dead in Treſpaſſts |and' 
S105. ©. ov) 

So likewiſe under the letled profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, there-are;thoſe ,, who: by the -prevemtitig 
Grace of  God,,, have. been: preſerved»trom the 
Corruptions of the World ;' and by the means of 
a pious Education, and - a governable Temper, 
have. maintain'd. an each canſtanc:courle: of. 
Piety : Now. it cannot: be: {uppos'd that: fach 
Sha: bi as theſe, need. any ſuch Repentance as 
ſignifies a Total. Change of their Hearts and: 
Manners : The, Holy Spirit has::already wroughc 
that change which was, neceſlary for han ir an 
inſenſible way, | and . by ſuch. undiſcernible -de- 
grees, that they cannot aſſign the particulartime 
of their Converſion. The Baptiſmal Efficacy: 
unfolded itſelf into ſanRification, and holineſs 
as they were capable and fit, and their Chriſti- 
anity and Reaſon improv'd together. 

Bur till there.is a 'Repentance-for, ſuch as. 
theſe to be imploy'd in, while they ſojourn in 
this World; for tho' they -avoid all. known 
and willful Sins, and diſcharge their duties in 
ſuch a manner, that their Conſciences cannot ac- 
i C cule 
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caſe Ha x04 a Sine any inſface. 

rity of Heart z:-yer evil Thoughts, irregular De- 
ſires,. diſorderly Paſſions -upon fudden Provoca- 
tions, and: an omiſſion of the/ due execution of 
good Purpoſes, and of the improvement of good 
N -ftions, are breaches of God's Holy Law, and 
need his Pardon: They muſt be refiſied” and 
watch'd againſt ; => they *muſt- be cleans'd by 
ſuch a Repentance, as makes Men' truly ' ſorrow- 
ful for fuch impure Adherencies, tho' path they 
ſhall never be perte o bow frons them ; by ſoch 
a Repentance, as makes\them groan and mourn 
under > then 2s byrdenfome 1 tires, "and rea- 
dy to comply with che beft methods of removing 
them in ſore meaſure'and degree ; for tho' we 
cannot be perfectly Holy* it this Life, yet we 
deg't know to whar a heighth of Piery we ma 
arrive, unleſs we try and eontend after it ; "46 
cho' we mils of fome of thoſe degrees. of Pet- 
feftion| which' we hbour'd to atrain);” yer we 
ſhall find fuch Advantages in onr ſpirirual Life, 
by our hearty Endeavours to be quir of all fa- 
firmities, that--we ſhall be more confirm'd in ' 
Goodbels, perceive” our Hearts and Aﬀections 
more and more urify'd, and we fhall be prepa- 
red for a higher Nate of Glory. 


Thus 


| [Thus we ſee that there is a Repentance- for the 

moſt Juſt and Kighreous Perſors continually to 

be. cxercisd/:in ; but then this Repentance is 
not 10; muck: 4 /ſepatace; Puty,” of at entrance 

ing humbly with/God ;' "Tis not a paſſing ftom 
a. courſe: of Sin, t an habit of Righteouſhels, 

but a proficiency in Holineſs under a feat' of 
God, and'a mournful ſenfſe''bf our Infirmitics 
and Defects: And tho' this be continually carried 
on in ſome degree all the time of our Lives, 
yer ir" mult be \increds'd as folemn Occaſions 
thall require.' And tho' the Repentance of great 
Sinners may cauſe tore Joy 'in Heaven, yet 1 
doubt not bur this Repentance of the- Juſt is of 
exceeding Eſteem with God and his Holy Angels. 
Which leads to the ' 

Second rhing to be explain'd, viz, How we 
are to underſtand that Joy in Heaven over one 
Sinner that repenterh, more than over ninery arid 
nine Juſt Perſons which need no Repenrance. 
Now 'tis evident that this expreſſion of Joy in Hea- 
yen, - is ſuited ro the plath matter of che Parable ; 
for if ir. be' nateral for a Shepherd to rejoyce 
more-at the fmding of a Sheep thar had ſtraggled 


away from -irs Pelows, and was given over. for 
loſt, than for all the remaining Bod, of the Flock, 
which he knew to be ſafe, and within the Fold: 

C 2 It 
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If this be. a. common. Obſervation -,' and 
agreeable tothe Nature and ordinary Concerns 
of Mankind , who are generally more -moy'd 
with ſomething that ſurprizes, and is unexpected, 
than with what is known and conſtant, tho' real- 
ly.in it ſelf of greater value than the other ; then 
we have- a. ſufficient underſtanding 'of | what our 
Savigur means by that; Expreſſion, when: we ap- 
ply it to-{piricual matters, in that manner chat i. 
ritual chings will admit of. 
-- That: therefore, which we are to conceive by 
that/Phraſe, of Joy in Heaven over one! Sinner which 
repenteth, &c, is this : That' the Converſion of a 
Sinner is highly acceptable to God ; and- that a 
true Penitent is very dearto.Him, and tothe mi- 
niftring Aagels. Buc whether there be fuch. a thing 
as Joy in Spiritual Natures, and howany thing like 
a Surprize may be conſiſtent with | thoſe  Intelli- 
gent Beings, . is no part of ſolid Diyinity, and we 
may be wiſe and holy, withour reſolving of thoſe 
Intricacies. | 

We know that the whole Scheme of the Scrip- 
tures, 1s founded upon God's Pity and Compaſ- 
flon- to Man; and that it is God the Son who 
tranſacts all things between the Father and us: 
And he having taken ow Nature. upon Him, in 
the fulneſs of time 3 which he covenanted to do, - 
before the foundation of the World ; I cannorſee 


any 
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any ſuch impropriety: inthe Style and Language 
of the Scriptures, as ſome may /imagine},. when 
they Attribute ſome kind of | Aﬀe&tions to. God, 
as' He is confider'd and- repreſented ,to- us under 
the 'Norion'of the: Mefiah-:; For what unſuitable- 
nels is there, that a God-Incarnate, or a God taking 
Humane Nature upon; Him -,,; ſhould--reprefenc 
himſelf as cloathed-wikh the original; and innocent 
Inclinations- and: Aﬀections of' that Humane, Na- 
ture he was pleaſed to aflume? ' All the Deſcripti- 
ons of God which we-meet within our Bible;-are 
either very Majeſbical,) and ;ſuch,as arc; proper: to 
imprint on - our - Minds an, exceeding jReverence 
and Awe of his Glorious Nature; or they are 
very Gracious:and Loyely,; apt, to take, pollefſion 
of. our- whole: Hearts, and. to. call. forth all :our 
Gratitude-; we find -none of the evil Paſſions, or 
luch as have an immediate repugnancy to a Good 
and Wiſe Being, ever attributed co God in. the 
Phraſe of -the . Scriptures ;, -bat only ſuch Paſſions 
as are Vertues and Perfeftions too, and fuch as 
become a [uſt and Wiſe Governour, or a Prudent 


and Tender Farther, madarart) 
The generality, of Mankind are hardly able to 
conceive the Actions of God's Nature, any other- 
wiſe than in a.yvery Humane way: And when they 
find Religious, Martrers repreſented, according to 
che beſt conceptions they have of Wiſdom: ”" 
Goad- 
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Goodneſs] they" reft *comented;/ and 2 the Inte« 

rity of their Hearts, and the Honefſty-of their 

frgns ſhall diſpoſe them, they apply themlſcves 
to Praftice and Obedjence,'» Now! the-Scriptores 
were writteri for the generality of Men, and for 
the-meaneſt Capacities, 'and in fuch a way of 
condeſcemidn"as' was/hikelieft ro work- upon: the 
Moſt: 'And they :who are of 'finer Thoughts, and 
nicer 'Eriquiiries'; ' have” ottier ways-of- {atisfying 
- The expreſſion therefore of Joy'm Heaven over 
a Sinner that repents;' is deſig d '*to enlarge our 
Apprehenſions of God's Goodnefs, © to raife our 
SO cratha of his Mercy,” and to encourage the 
greareſt Sinners to returry to Vertue: Bur if we 
will be a3King queſtions- abour ! the | operation 
of Natures that are fo far above us, and be dif 
puririg the propriety of Expreſſions; we ſhall go 


near to Tofe the 'rmxain intent of che Parable, and 
ro forget thar'one thing neceſſary ; the ſalvation 


of our Souls. 


I come therefore to the | 
Third thing *I propoſed,” To make ſome Com- 
F arifon berween a Frue Penitent, and a Juft Per- 
BW on ; between ofie Corrverred: from a Vitious | 
K. Courſe of 'Life, "and a Perſon conftantly and 


habitually Good , brought pin an early Piety, 
bas and 


Lofor the OO utEt x 
Ia ſing pe 0 PerfeRtion, in an'even, and ſtea- 
| Re. 1 the ent | 

Mg: it 1s certain, that both theſe Perſons, and 
both theſe States are highly commendable: And 
tho' the peniterit Perfon in fome reſpects ma 
have the advantage of the Juſt; yer the ] 
will have the advantage of him in more. 

Ir is a glorious thing to be a fincere Convert, 
ro chooſe Pap wich true knowledge and deli- 
beration ; to renounce the World upon a full 
conviction of its Vanity 3 to preferr Humiliation 
and Retirement before Feaſting, and Laughcer, 
and the wiſdom of IS. Xt before all the*plea- - 
ſures of Sin! Such a preferrence as this, brings 
an exceeding honour to the Goſpel, by makin 
known ta others the. greatnels of its force Jos. 
efficacy, 'arit that'it is molt eminencdly the Pow- 
er of God to Salvation: For what a weight 
muft thofe Motives carry with them, that can 
. break thorow the ſtrongeft habits of Vice, and 
caſt down thoſe evil Imaginations that have 
mightily exalted themſelves againſt the know: 
led; e of Chriſt, and have been fortified by long 
if repeated Cuftom.? What a ſudden Con- 


- 
> 


- 


fuſion muſt it bring to the Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs, when fuch a Perfon is brought over to Ver- 
rue, who was acquainted with many of the Depths 
and Myſteries of. 


chat Infernal Court, * and who 
| ' ca 
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can now diſcover, 0.0 the. Wiles, Arts 
' by which the Emp ire of Sip is upheld” = pro- 
.moted? What gi. addition muſt ir be tro-the 
native Honours and Reverence of an Holy Life, 
when he who ha DOS ret and made a 
full cryal of that. falſe inels which finful 
Pleaſures boaſt of, ſhall jk "12 and deplore the 
Deluſions, Anxieties, and, Horrors of a. Vitjous 
conver[arion, and beg contentment -from Rely 
@gion * Whar new love of Vertue, and great 
er deteſtation of Sin muſt. it cauſe in us,, when 
we find one who was notorious. for a pr his 
Life; bitterly bewailing the many (co 
derifions which he had ut gd u pon 7% 
| Things and. Perſons, and by the "deepeſt, 
0h of -; his vile and unworthy ACtions, im- 
ploring, the Abſolution' of the "Church: 2 What 
a.joy muſt this be to. the Angels in Heaven, 
W ik a. triumph ro the Saints on Earth? How 
gladly will thoſe Miniſtring Spirics be imploy'd 
to carry "up to Heayen the Contrition -of 
his Repentance, the finceriry of his Vows, and 
the feryour of his Prayers? And how joyfully 
will they, return with, the meſſage of Pardon, 
Comfort and' Salvation? With what Demonſtraci- 
ons of friendſhip and gladneſs will ſuch a Pcrion 
be received- into the Communion of Saints here 
below? ” They will aft him in ch ales 
0 


d Os 
p 


before be CYut et x: * 
of! his'ncw * Undertaking,” abate the per kexity 
of his mind with ſeaſonable Cotinſels, and mmeek- 
ly watch bver - his cender and ſcrupufons Piery : 
Fhey- wilt never 'epbraid kim © for His former 
A&ions,- nor: deſpiſe hirr for what he once was; 
but will muphnity: that Gracewhidtr over: power d 
the ftreng Holds of Sin, arid only repine, Thar 
he-was' nor-{ooner- Theirs. 

-. A$the retort --# z" Sinner from 4 Viti 
Life brings greit* Glory +0 God,” and” #6 the: G 
Goſpel of Chrift; ſo there are ſome Vetrues, or 
ſorne -pecutiartries © of Hofinefs;” in which true 
Penitehkcs 6' eftett excett.- Fhere is generally an” 
excellent”! degree of Humifity char. rr oped 
all- cheir Piots 'Dities, - and nothing —_—_ 
more —_ ro their *Tempers "tan Si 
Pride. | are feldoin 'gutlty*of 'any oaſ 
in or © deſpibing bf others; * who. are not 
yer return'd to Wiſdom and'a better *wogl 
who ate nor yet fo Vertuous' and fo"'Ha 
thenſelves. They are always ſenfible ye 2th ge 
they once were, and moſt zealous for the con- 
,verſion of po EO ally wa whart cerrible 
Precipices t continually” wa Beſides, th 
oftentimes. hs to *an” exc ip: Fee q 
Divine Lave; "that Heat, chat * ehemency * 
Teraper which - once carried then into os Tn 
cles of Sin\4d Folly, ; TS tohſittated tor 
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and Religion is for the future; rarn'd- into the 
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If theſe with many more Advantages of Re- 
pentance were well weighd, there is ſuthcient en- 
couragement for the greateſt Sinners to come in, 
ro.cnter their Names among the happy Penitents, 
and by their timely Converſton, to cauſe great Joy 
in Heaven. But then we are likewiſe to conſider, 
that the Joy, which is exprels'd. for .a Convert; is 

@ no Derogation from the. juſt-Perſon, who needs: 
no ſuch difficult, no ſuch bitrer Repenrance. 

It is well indeed for ; thouſands of us, that 
there are ſuch privileges. .in , the; Goſpel for r& 
rurning Pnogah ; and that God has ſo hignally de- 
clard / his readineſs to forgive us upon our: ſincere 

ntance : Burt yet the . advantage lies-on. the 

= fide, in; being early engag'd in the ways of 
Vertue, A religious Education: is. certainly the 
oreateſt Blefing in this World; tis the foundati- 
on of all-others ; 'tis that which delivers us. aver. 
ro the eſpecial care of God, and: puts-us into 
the very Road of a happy Predeftination, which 
nothing bur a prodigious perverſeneſs of, Nature 
can break -throu - Bur then we muſt notlook. 
upon Religwns. ation as. 2 thing that can be.fo 
= Bas as ſome imagine IA would haye; 
it effetual, it will ask a conſiderable. time in 
perfecting ; for ir.does not conliſt jo laying 2.Ca-, 
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rechilm by roce , or in ſtanding 'a little in awe of 
Parents ;. much lefs in-learning ſome unneceſſary 
accompliſhments ; bur in 'awakening the faculcjes 
and ſecret | rata of the' Soul, as ſoon as may 
bez: in working of good habits into thoſe powers, 
and making the diltin&tions berween Good' and 
Evil very plain and manifeſt; in enabling youn 
Perſons to _—_— ar choice ior Vertue; and 
rigging them by degrees to a delight-in 
ern Duries : To be ſure they cnc} torvek 
be truſted. to their: own Conduct, 'cill they /are 
arriv.d- to ſome moral Wiſdom , and to 'ſome 
ſpiritual St and are in ſome meaſure pre- 
ard to wi thoſe Temptations of the 
orld,; which are moſt likely co: affaule chem, 
This, {ome will-1ay,-4s' a difhcult'Task, ' an im- 
ployment- much our- of Faſhion, and few Parents 
care to have {o-much trouble wich their Children ; 
this I grant is too true ; but then this is the ſourſe 
of -thole: Numbers and Swarmsio6f- the / extrava- 
gantly Vitious which darken this-Age ; thar the 
Suppoſttion of the Parable maybe -revers'd apon 
us; who have ninety ime 'Sinners;'|for- one /julk 
Perſon, who needs no fuch Repentance; -Tho' 
good Education. be a. difficult - Undertaking, and 
much difus'd in-thele rimes of- al -licentioul? 
nels, yer! ic is-'the moſt .importane-Mattee, \' thac 
cither the:Stace, or the Church; can takeiinto con- 
D 2 fideration 
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fideration ; | for - the bappineſs- of -che Kingdoin, 
as-well- as che Salvation. of Souls depends. upori 
it, It: may perhaps ſo | happen, thar. aker all 
our. care, ſome may get; looſe from the | belt 
Education, and - run a wild courſe" of folly: and! 
madne(s; yet I am. perlwaded there are bat few 
luch; and they who.,do,: are commoaly :follow: 
ed. with {uch quick RefleQions, and ſharp.Con' 
victions of Conſcicace, they are ſo-haunted with 
the remains of their good: Education, thac:they 
hnd butt liccle quieenels in-cheir Souls il chey 
return « Widom.-and /Vertue:; and; perhaps/the 
firſt {evere Affliction brings them ro /themſedves 
again.;, So.-that, (till the: extravagance of molt 
Beaple i; owing; either wo their: wainriof Educa- 
tion,;: or to: lone, great defes:in/ie2 Either cheir 
firſt Years were wholly! negleRed, 'and they were 
{uffer'd to comratt ill Habs, before they. were 
committed. to. Inftwiction ; or. they were:brought 
up under {ich an Jadiſcecet Strictinels; amd {uch 
fowreneſs of Pritciples and Opinions, as made 
R__ trightful.co them 5 whereas the love of 
,.-and the-reahineſs.wt Vertuc, are tmiefly 
to be inſftilid;aato tender: Minds ; - and "that 
with all the mag ar ap dv mapeareng ou 
ginable :.'ot perhaps thei ties [were 
ro0: Volatile/apd;Þavial, with miodiſh Divernte- 
ments,:.and' they, were: taught more. Vaniry than 
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Vertae-in their younger Years; or elſe they» wete 
t60' ſoon commirted 'ro the wide ' World ;' be-- 
fore they were truly form'd-into any ſerthed Good- - - 
neſs, - or had 'any' Veruous diſpoſitions .xmprqv'd.: 
and" eftabliſh'd in them. | F ?19Iefr 
O 'tisa Bleſſed thing to ſer our Innooently -in 
the: World, -and to go on in a conſtant” Pro: 
gfefs of | Holinels!'To have only Surprizes|/and - 
Inficmiries to repent of; and ſome few Spots con- 
trated in common Converlation ro cleanſe'and 
wafh”away 1 And: ſo to increaſe daily in Wil-! 
dorms and'Vertue 'and m Favour both'with! God 
and Man !'' | | Rb) 6 
Tho': che” rerarning Sinner may run up t a 
greatimeaſure-of Goodneſs; yer m relpeR -roThe 
juſt=Perſon; /he->willl Rill 'berthe *hinder "Wheel! 
_ and*can heveriovenake him,) who” rarns 'upon- 
another Axle j-and ſer ' our: before him in - the” 
race!'off Verrue: Tho! ' cher Penitenc may have 
rij6te/ heats of! Zeal, ound more Vehemency in 
Religion,” yet 'tis very Tarcly "that he equals the 
Juſt in the Repularty and Conſtancy of Dury : 
The one may fometimes mote vigorouſly'' 66k 
le& himfelf, and/ perform! ſome thirigs in Reb! 
gion-with more generoſity and warmth, burthen 
he -is -apt Yo -langaiſh again, -and'to': cool! too 
foon/; bur the other maintains! his/Piery with @ 
calm, an even, and a' gradual at'yancettient. : 
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- The: Penitent” may-/be-:adwirably. fitted - £6/ 
preach 'Repentance: to others, © t07: declare. the: 
riches of -that: Mercy which he himſelf has found, | 
the -pofhbiliry of overcoming evit habits which-: 
himſelf has laid aſide, and of recovering into. a.. 
Life of::Vertue afrer a long+courle in; Sin: He 
may':be-;admirably. fited  to-warn Mea. .of  the- 
deceicfulneſs of Sin, of the falſenels iof | its. pro 
miles, :and of 'the danger of delaying their. As 
mendmient: But then the remembrance. of his ;-- 
former: Life will. be apt .to. diminiſh his [Reve- 
rence with, ſarhie ,*: and-[to lefſtn-the \ Forge and 
Influence of his Counſels: Bur the Juſt- mdy re. 
buke- and -reprove with all Authority, his 
unſported Lite will add weight and moment: 50 
his Words, He who: has forfeired-chat. free and. 
compleat forgiveneſs that-was diſpenſed in Bap- 
rim, and after -a notorious 'range -in / Sin; is 
brought into the-:-Chureh ' again -at::the peniten- 
tial Door, will have reaſon -to: be: continually 
working out. his. own Salvation with great fear 
and trembling: He will have many. ſcars re- 
maining after his Wounds are+ heal'd ; he will 
hardly. ever. be free | from ſome. Images and 
Tracts of his former Vanicy: He will be of- 
ten in-danger of a Relapſe: He will be apt 
E to think himſelf; more improy'd than really. he 
* - + 1s; becauſehe ſenſibly -finds how. much hejjs 
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retnov'd . frotm that De  State- in” which 
he was; ſo that a-little progreſs in Vertue, ' will 
go'nearitolook like jion to ſuch an-one, 
unleſs. he-more ſtudioully, compare his Life with 
the rules of. the Goſpel, than with thoſe: vicious: 
praQtices which he has-forſaken.: Beſides allthis, 
an. extravagant Life does ſeldom fail of leaving" 
ſome indelible Prints behind it; '. fore: wweak> 
neſſes either of Body or of Mind, that make 
the Convert leſs able to do any eminent ſervice 
for God and Religien in the remaining part of 
his Life: And upon theſe accounts he can hard- 
ly .expect to come to that full Peace and Com- 
fort, and to that degree of humble Confidence 
and Affurance, which is the ſpeciat-privilege of 
the Juſt. | 
Tho the good Father made an extraordi- 
nary Entercainment for che recurning Prodigal ; 
yet. he told the elder Brother, thac he was ever 
with him, and that all he had was his : That 
he had command of all his Subſtance, and all 
_ the Riches- of his Houſe were his  _ 
Wn Fog Lap , which are a 
F and a ſurprizing Joy to Penitent, are * 
but che daily Pins Ns the common Ex- 
periences of the Juſt. | 
A return from a- vicious Life is more moving, 
and cauſes more admiration ; bur a ſctled - 
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continually within him. 
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